FAMILY BACKGROUND                       5
would remain*with his mother when he had no work
to do or play with his only cousin, who was of his
age, and whose company was approved by his
father. Thus his eajly days rolled on, from weeks
to months and years. Life was eventless, amuse-
ments few and company prosaic. His elder brother
Abdul Hafeez kept to himself being temperamen-
tally different to him. Such was the atmosphere
under which his childhood was passed.
The school is usually likened to a prison, only
that in some respects it is regarded as more oppres-
sive. The primary ambition of parents, when their
children grow, is to send them to school. But for
children, there is nothing more frightening. Luckily
for Abdul Samad, there was no public school in
Bowenpalli or thereabouts- Elementary education
was then a luxury of the rich, f It is customary ia
every Muslim family that no sooner a child is five,
i.e. a little after the *Bismillah ceremony', he is
made to learn the Quran and to receive religious
instruction. The Quran and religious knowledge
are regarded as an essential part of his training
and education, without which the child is spoilt
and badly brought up. In semi-enlightened families,
the Quran and religious instruction go haod IB
hand with other subjects, but, in orthodox families,
the Quran must precede all other subjects. As
3Don as a child acquires a readable knowledge af
ite Arabic alphabets, he is put to the Quraa.
Religions instruction consists in telling the child